PART 2



48

3.0 VISITOR SIGNAGE PLAN



BURREN SIGNAGE PLAN

Detailed Junction

Signage Scheme for

Principal Visitor Sites
(including a demonstration
scheme for Leamaneh junction)

49



3.0 VISITOR SIGNAGE PLAN

Detailed junction signage scheme for principal visitor sites

Maps 1 to 7, which follow, set out a main road junction signage scheme for Burren
visitor sites that is in accordance with the principles and guidance of this Plan. By
way of example a detailed signage layout for Leamaneh junction is then illustrated.
Maps 1 to 4 illustrate the overall junction scheme. Maps 5 to 7 are schematic maps
showing the three of the villages in more detail. In the case of Doolin, signage for
attraction sites is combined with signage for motorists showing parking and
information points within the village.

nnnnnn

Kinvarra

Summary of the overall scheme

1. The scheme employs the same signage approach for large visitor sites that
is employed for towns and villages. This consists of a sequence of signs
comprising advance direction sign, direction sign and confirmatory sign.
Examples of these different types of sign are given in Section 3.0 following.
However, signage for visitor sites is subsidiary to the general directional signage
and the corresponding signage for visitor sites will not be provided in all
situations. This particularly applies to visitor sites in or beside villages where it
is reasonable to assume that the visitor can navigate to the attraction site using
the signs to the village or town.

2. All existing signage for visitor sites will be removed. Much of the existing
signage has an advertising purpose which is unacceptable in the Burren
landscape.

3. FromKilcolgan on the N18 in the north, Fountain Cross on the N85 to the south-
east and south of Lehinch on the N67, directional signs and confirmatory signs
will sign the Burren, not individual sites within the Burren.

4. FromKinvarra in the north, Gort in the East and Doolin, Lisdoonvarna, Kilfenora
and Corrofin in the south (the edges of the Burren), the large visitor sites will be
signed (confirmatory signs, advance directional signs and directional signs) to
facilitate at least one access route to the attraction site.

50




BURREN SIGNAGE PLAN

5. The scheme provides for a signed route between the N67 and Aillwee Cave, The
Burren Perfumery, Caherconnell Fort, The Burren Centre Kilfenora and Doolin
Cave.

6. The signage scheme primarily signs traffic along the national and regional road
systems. The Burren Perfumery is the only large visitor site that is signed via
local county roads.

7. No signs are provided for Poulnabrone from the national road system, given the
limited visitor facilities at the site.

8. Signage will be provided within the Burren to large sites on the edge or outside
the Burren i.e. the Cliffs of Moher and Coole Park.

9. Atanyjunction, in the interests of road safety, a maximum of four places will be
signed in any one direction e.g. at Leamaneh junction, heading north, the four
places will be Ballyvaghan, Carran, Aillwee Cave and Caherconnell Fort.
Normally, not more than three places will be signed.

10. The scheme provides for supplementary confirmatory signs (SCS) on the Burren
side of the gateway villages. These signs (see example in Section 3) will list
visitor attractions not listed on the standard confirmatory sign, because they
are on another route.

The Leamaneh Junction layout

Leamaneh is not a typical Burren junction. The only other junction in the Burren
which presents a comparable level of difficulty for signing visitor sites is the
Newtown junction on the N67 at the northern end of the R 480, outside Ballyvaghan.
Leamaneh shows that the practical application of key principles of the Plan, set out
in Part 1, may involve difficult choices. The principles in question are:-

i. The Burren is a destination of international renown that requires an effective
and attractive signage plan for visitors,

ii. The design and siting of signs must not compromise road safety considerations.

iii. Reliance for navigation should be placed on the standard directional signage to
towns and villages,

iv. The design, location and maintenance of signs should respect the exceptional
quality of the Burren landscape,

v. Signs are only one means of conveying information

vi. Signs have animportant role especially directional signage near the end of a
journey and to otherwise difficult to find places, and

The signage layout illustrated involved the following reasoning and decisions:-

1. Applying the ‘four places in one direction’rule, which relates to traffic safety
considerations, it is only possible to sign two visitor sites north of Leamaneh.
These are Aillwee Cave and Caherconnell Fort. The Burren Perfumery site meets
the criteria for signing but there is not the space to sign the site from this
junction.

2. Poulnabrone does not meet the criteria for signing as a large visitor site
(inadequate site facilities) but it would have been desirable to sign the site from
the junction given the proximity of the site. However the ‘four places in one
direction’ rule means there is no space for Poulnabrone signs at the junction (but
note that the scheme does incorporate a confirmatory sign on the R480 that
includes both Poulnabrone and the Burren Perfumery).

3. The Leamaneh junction bisects the site of Leamaneh Castle, which is a national
monument. Both the R476 and the R480, which make up the junction, are
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designated scenic routes in the county development plan. Therefore, it is
important that signage does not dominate the landscape at this location. With
this in mind the visitor signage scheme does not have an advance directional
sign (ADS) on the R480 for the Burren Centre Kilfenora and the Corrofin
Heritage Centre because this ADS would interfere with the landscape in the
vicinity of the castle and it is considered that the ADS for Kilfenora and Corrofin
villages is sufficient. Because of the large number of visitors to the sites in
question, it is considered necessary to have a confirmatory sign on the R480 for
Aillwee Cave, Burren Perfumery, Poulnabrone and Caherconnell Fort. This sign
will have a significant landscape impact but the scheme places the sign some
distance from the junction, out of view of the castle.

While effective signing at this junction requires several new signs, the proposed
scheme will result in a significant reduction in signage taking into account the
fact that the scheme involves removing the existing large visitor site signboards
at the junction, which are as much advertising signs as directional signs

(It should be noted that the ‘Before’ junction image in this document shows the
2007 situation. The ‘After’ image shows the situation when the visitor signage
scheme is implemented but does not take account of new general directional
signage for the junction, shown on the junction diagram, which is due to be erected
in 2008. As the precise siting of these new signs has not been determined it is not
realistic to include them in the graphic).
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MAP 1. Directional Visitor Signage at Junctions
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Map 2. Directional Visitor Signage at Junctions
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MAP 3. Directional Visitor Signage at Junctions
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MAP 4. Directional Visitor Signage at Junctions
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MAP 5 Corrofin detail
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MAP 6 Lisdoonvarna detail
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MAP 7 Doolin detail
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Before and After Images

Before

After
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2.0
Direction Signage
for Motorists
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2.1
Warning Signs
for Motorists
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2.2
Signs for Walkers
and Cyclists
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2.3

Visitor Information
Boards
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2.4
Town and Village
Name Boards
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