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There are three major types of rock in North 

Clare: limestones, shales, and 

siltstone/sandstone. This geological map 

shows the distribution of these rock types. The 

layers of rock are tilted gently to the south so 

older rocks are exposed in the north and 

progressively younger rocks to the south. 

 

        Fig. 1 Basic geological map of North Clare 

 

This table summarises the main 

features of each of these rock 

types. 

 

 

 

 
 
The column on the left shows a 

cross-section of the rocks, i.e. what 

you would see if you were to dig 

through the rocks. The siltstones, 

sandstones and shales once 

covered the Burren limestone but 

have been removed by millions of 

years of erosion. 
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